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Abstract

The date palm tree is one of the most sacred and ancient trees for humans, and all its parts are useful. The
present study was conducted with the aim of achieving various functions of the date tree. Our study area
is Jam-o0-Riz County in Bushehr Province. In the present study, a qualitative approach and ethnographic
method were used to collect information. Data collection techniques also include observation and in-depth
interviews. The researcher has also lived in the research field for many years and is fully familiar with it.
The subject of the present study is ethnography. In this research, the use of date palm in the culture of the
people of southern Iran is recounted and described in terms of food, handicrafts, ceremonies, architecture,
recreation and leisure, beliefs and convictions. Research findings indicate that the functions of the date
palm tree can be divided into three categories according to its components: 1- Leaves including: weaving
mats, bread baskets, hats, blowing the wind, date sacks, brooms, medicinal, animal feed, decorative, fire,
roofs of houses and date baskets, 2- Fruit (flowers, unripe fruit, fresh date, dates) including: edible,
medicinal, recreational, water musk, date paste and date tree cheese and 3- Trunk including: making
seesaws, roofs of houses, fuel, making ropes, date tree cheese and parvang (a tool for climbing the date
tree). The date palm tree has been linked to the lives of the people of this land since the moment of birth
and is with them until death; an example of which can be seen in the donation of gardens by some people
of this region for forgiveness and the remnants of the righteous. This tree has entered and accompanied
the people in their joy and sacred ceremonies such as marriage, and it also accompanies them in mourning
ceremonies. Therefore, this tree has found an inextricable link with the lives of the people of this region
and has become an inseparable part of the lives of the people of this region, and life without it is unknown
to these people.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The date palm tree is one of the most sacred and ancient trees for human and it is one of the trees whose
entire parts are useful. The subject of the present study is ethno botany. Ethno botany is a science that
studies and examines the behavior of a people or culture in a specific region with the native plants in that
region. The theories of cultural materialism and cultural ecology have also been used in the study as
theoretical considerations. Cultural ecology studies the interactions and relationships between humans and
their living environment and how they influence and are influenced by it. This article aims to conduct a
descriptive study of how the various parts of the date palm tree are used, as well as its impact on the material
and spiritual lives of the people of this region. In this study, the use of the date palm tree in the culture of
the people of southern Iran in food, handicrafts, ceremonies, architecture, recreation and leisure, beliefs and
convictions has been recounted and described.

2. Materials and Methods

The materials and information of this study were collected in the form of ethno botany research among the
people of Jam and Riz County in Bushehr Province in the spring of 2009. In the present study, a qualitative
approach and ethnographic method were used to collect information. The researcher, with an ethnographic
presence in the area, while observing and trying to participate in the study community, has tried to gain an
understanding of the functions of the date palm tree through first-hand field experience by using techniques
such as note-taking, photography, and ethnographic interviews. The researcher has also lived in the research
field for many years and is fully familiar with it. To examine the validity of the data, two external techniques
(peer review) and internal (member validity) were used.

3. Findings

Research findings indicate that the functions of the date palm tree can be divided into three categories
according to its components: 1- Leaves including: weaving mats, bread baskets, hats, windbreaks, date
bags, brooms, medicinal, animal feed, decorative, fire, roofs of houses and date baskets, 2- Fruit (flowers,
Unripe fruit, fresh date, dates) including: edible, medicinal, recreational, water musk, date paste and date
tree cheese and 3- Trunk including: making seesaws, on the roofs of houses, fuel, making ropes, date tree
cheese and parvang (a tool for climbing the date tree). Also, gender division is observed in the making of
some tools from the date palm tree; such as making brooms which are mostly done by women. Research
findings indicate that all parts of the date palm tree are used in the lives of the people studied. Also, the folk
beliefs and legends related to this tree, as well as local and indigenous vocabulary, are included in the
research text.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

As theorists of cultural materialism and cultural ecology believe, the environment has an impact on the way
of life and culture of the people of a region. This impact has been clearly shown in this research and it has
been stated how the date palm tree has penetrated the material culture and the spiritual culture of the people.
Examples of this impact can be observed in the economy and livelihood, handicrafts and even children's
games. This tree has established a connection with the lives of the people of this land from the moment of
birth and accompanies the individual until after death; an example of which can be seen in the donation of
gardens by some people of this region for forgiveness and the remnants of good deeds (good deeds that
remain after the death of their owner and, according to Muslim belief, cause forgiveness and forgiveness
for their owner). This tree even enters and accompanies people in joy and sacred ceremonies such as
marriage and accompanies them, and they also accompany them in mourning ceremonies. Therefore, this
tree has found an inextricable link with the lives of the people of this region and has become an inseparable
part of their lives, without which life is unfamiliar to these people.
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